American Board of Thoracic Surgery

Resident Operative Logs
Common Mistakes
The most common mistakes and/or red flags for the Resident Operative Logs are:

1. Having an “alive” outcome on a heart procurement case

2. Performed 50+ full surgeon cases in one day at two different institutions  

3. Missing the diagnosis on the case

4. Having an operative gap greater than 4 weeks and providing no explanation for it with your application for certification
5. Not entering operative cases once the index requirements have been met

6. Double counting major cases, such as a CABG and a Valve as two procedures

7. Having cases that pre-date or post-date the residency.  This is a red flag that the “date” field is wrong.

8. Having the Program Director submit the cases early.  Cases entered after submission are NOT automatically sent or seen by the Board. 

